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Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: Mr Tom Moore     

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Gordon Allan 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETINGS 

Saturday  2nd May    

Saturday  23rd May 

Wednesday 13th May 

Wednesday 3rd June 

 

Please continue to check email regularly for any amendments and ad-hoc meetings. 
 

EVENTS 

Brinsbury Country Fayre  -  Sunday 17th May  (See page 8) 

The Floral Fringe Fair at Knepp Castle - Saturday & Sunday 30th & 31st May 

Knepp Castle, West Grinstead, West Sussex. RH13 8LJ (7 miles south of Horsham) 

Www.floralfringefair.co.uk 

 

11th - 13th June - South of England Show.  

http://seas.org.uk/info/competing/competing-south-england-show/bees-honey/  

 

 

 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

MAY 2015 

Timings for Saturday meetings: 

Gather from 1.30 p.m. 

Notices at 1.50 p.m. – you need to have arrived by this time! 

Meeting ‘proper’ starts at 2.00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday meetings start promptly at 6.00pm! 
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This month's PiP is going to be short.  I'm finishing off a PowerPoint 

presentation to be given to Manx BKA next weekend, then off to Melk-

sham BKA in Wiltshire to give a talk this evening (Mon 27 April); 

back early tomorrow for a natural history field trip to Sheepleas in Sur-

rey, and a talk to Portsmouth BKA in the evening.  I have just had an 

email from Caroline asking for copy on Wednesday!  I did think of ask-

ing Nell to do it, but she is getting excited about going on holiday twice 

in the next few weeks.  She is staying with her sister and Uncle John 

when I am in the Isle of Man and my son Tom will take her to Snow-

don after that, then drop her off near Llangollen on the way back, where she will have another 4 

days with beekeepers.  

 

WSBKA have run the auction for 40 year now and I am the only person that still attends who went 

to the first one.  The format has changed very little, but it is difficult to predict what will happen.  

I'm often asked by both buyers and sellers about prices, but it depends very much on who is bid-

ding and how many potential buyers there are.  If only one person wants something the price will 

probably be low, if two or three want it, then it will fetch a much higher price, often more than 

new!  Even with my experience of selling I am often wide of the mark.  

 

There were thirteen lots of bees for sale; some in excellent condition, a couple were of a lower 

standard, but still saleable.  We are always told that we shouldn't open bees after travelling and we 

should let them settle down.  I have inspected all the bees since we started and I can only remem-

ber a couple that were bad tempered.  There was one this year that was a little spiky, but nothing 

too great.  Bearing in mind that I inspected them all in front of the buyers, I was surprised at the 

varying prices they fetched.  Some people have a strange idea of value. 

 

We had the most poly hives ever and I was surprised at the low prices they fetched.  I think it is a 

reflection that some were 14 x 12, which a lot of beekeepers seem to be moving away from, proba-

bly due to the problems with them.  Although they weren't very old, the make of them has a repu-

tation for not lasting very long, and perhaps people see them as difficult to sterilise. 

 

Overall the quality of kit on offer was much higher than in previous years.  There were some fairly 

ancient parts, some of which were probably 60 years old, but still very serviceable and with care 

will last many years. 

 

Wisborough Green has a long history of supplying a large number of helpers for the auction and as 

usual they did a brilliant job.  I am not going to mention names of helpers, but those who attended 

will know who they were.  Thanks very much everybody, even those who could only put in a short 

time.  It is much appreciated. 

 

I need a good group in the ring to make things move quickly and hold concentration, which is not 

easy considering what is going on.  In the past I have had a few dinosaurs and they slow things 

down; as well as making mistakes the Accounts team have difficulty dealing with.  There are often 

lots that I have sold before, some several times.  I call these "boomerang" lots.  Why do people 

buy things they don't need, or don't understand how to use? 

 

Nell and friend 
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I know the auction is appreciated by beekeepers who often come some distance.  I think 

we are seen as friendly and there is usually a fair amount of banter.  I have seen some of 

the comments online and they are all good.  It seems that Nell said "hello" to everyone, 

even some goats on the other side of a gate! 

 

Roger 

 

 

 

 

 

Come for a fun filled day of beekeeping! 

Anyone wishing to assist with the spring extraction please contact me and I will then be able to 

compile a list before the event.  There will people required on the day before to put on clearer 

boards; in the morning at Dounhurst to remove supers, all day at Petworth extracting and then to 

put the supers back on in the evening.  Come for an hour or two, or all day.  Tea and coffee will be 

provided.  (Might even stretch to a packet of Biscuits.)  Bring your own lunch. 

Contact Martin via email:  dunctonwoodhoney@gmail.com  or  mobile: 07966509424. 

 

Martin Hill 

 

If you are intending to produce cut comb this year, please get your order for foundation to Tom 

now.  Our stock of cut comb foundation is limited and will be issued on a first-come basis. 

 

Instructions for ordering this and other items are detailed on the final page of this newsletter. 

 

Do you intend to sell or give away some of your bees?  Or maybe you will be collecting swarms 

and then passing them on?  If so, it is important to record all movements of bees. 

 

The BeeBase website has advisory leaflets, including one entitled ‘Advice for Obtaining Honey 

Bees’: http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=167 .  Within this leaflet there is a sug-

gested form for completion to record the movement of bees.  They recommend the form should be 

retained for two years.   

 

Alternatively, members who are registered on BeeBase can record movements on their BeeBase 

record. 

mailto:dunctonwoodhoney@gmail.com
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=167
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Signing up to BeeBase as a Beekeeper will enable you to have access to all the latest information 

regarding disease and pest outbreaks and the latest advisory information; together with the results 

of various research projects. 

 

If you haven’t done so already, sign up now! – It’s FREE 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com 

 

 

Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

In my article for last month’s newsletter I mentioned that I had not yet opened my hives but I 

hoped to undertake colony inspections if the weather stayed warm enough; and this proved to be 

the case.  I inspected all four over-wintered colonies during the afternoon of 10th April; slightly 

later than last year, when the first inspection was undertaken on 30th March. 

 

On arrival, the first thing I did was to survey the apiary to see if everything appeared ‘in order’; 

and found all four colonies to have flying bees, with plenty of pollen being taken into the hives.  I 

noted one hive appeared to be less busy than the others;  not surprising as this colony was on a sin-

gle brood chamber, while the other three were on ‘brood and a half’.  This was the first inspection 

following the winter, so I needed to build an over-all picture of the apiary, to determine a plan for 

the management of the colonies during the remainder of the year.  Of course the bees have their 

own strategy and don’t care much for our plans, but all beekeepers should at least start with one. 

 

I began with the less active hive (‘Sweetpea’).  Queen present and laying, a good start as this col-

ony lost the queen the previous winter and took more than one attempt to successfully re-queen.  

Brood on four frames and looking good.  Next up for inspection was ‘Buttercup’, a stronger col-

ony on ‘brood and a half’.  Again, all appears well, with brood on seven frames in the brood cham-

ber and eight frames in the ‘half’.  Sealed drone brood on some combs.  This colony requires a su-

per. 

 

Now for the two remaining colonies, both on ‘brood and a half’ and very active.  The first, 

‘Cowslip’ has brood on six frames in both levels of the nest.  There are drones.  The bees are fast 

on the combs, but I do not have an issue with this as they are not aggressive, just quick (except the 

queen, who meanders slowly across the comb).  This hive also requires a super.   

 

Now for ‘Hawthorn’, inspected last as, due to it’s position within the apiary, it retains any sun later 

in the afternoon than the others.  Brood on six frames in the brood chamber and five frames in the 

‘half’.  Drones seen.  Again, a super is required.  These bees are fast on the combs and re-act to 

hand movement, but no stings or troublesome guard bees.  It is later in the day, with most foragers 

back for the night.  Checking my records I can see that the colony sometimes reacted like this dur-

ing inspections last year, but not always.  It depends on the weather conditions and time of day.  I 

will monitor their behaviour over the next two or three inspections and consider re-queening if it 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com
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becomes a problem. 

 

A quick mention regarding bee stings.  Those of you who have known me from my first day of 

beekeeping will recall that I always inspected hives with my sleeves pulled up to my elbows and 

no gloves.  If I was unfortunate to be stung, I may have given the odd expletive but carried on and 

put up with the slight discomfort of a bee sting for the next couple of days.  Then one day a bee 

sting resulted in an emergency appointment with my doctor and a course of antibiotics.  A ‘one-

off’ we thought.  Seven days of antibiotics completed, I went to the bees on day eight, and was 

stung again, on the same hand!  Result  - another emergency appointment, a different course of 

antibiotics (couldn’t have the same ones twice), and a warning from the GP that I may have to give 

up beekeeping.  Serious stuff!  So now I wear gloves.  I don’t like it, but it’s a necessity if I am to 

continue with my beekeeping.  However, this does not mean that I am indifferent to the tempera-

ment of my bees.  If I get a sting to my glove (which is not very often) I still count it as if it was a 

sting to my bare hand.  So, if my bees which are fast on the combs or reactive to hand movement 

were also prone to stinging, they would be re-queened. 

 

Back to the apiary and a plan for this year.  All four colonies have come through the winter and are 

looking in good shape.  This is good.  But there is a problem.  My apiary is separate to the main 

garden of the cottage, but the gardener has to walk through the apiary to get to the compost heap 

and bonfire etc.  The gardener isn’t keen on bees.  Last year he was stung (not bad going consider-

ing the bees have been there five years).  One hive is on the opposite side of the apiary to the oth-

ers and this is blamed for the cause of the sting (bees crossing the gardener’s path).  The hive 

(‘Hawthorn’) has to go.  I need to think.   

 

In the meantime, I return to the apiary on 14th April and place supers on the three colonies that 

require it. 

 

I need to reduce from four to three colonies.  The sensible thing is to achieve this by removing the 

hive that stands on it’s own, as this appears to be the one that upsets the gardener.  Consider the 

options.  Sell at the auction later this month?  Sell to a private buyer?  Unite with my smallest col-

ony?  Unite with one of the other colonies and convert to double brood chamber?  Find another 

location and set-up a second out-apiary?  Several days later, decision made. 

 

A local beekeeper and member of WG Division is looking to increase their number of colonies.   

Enquiries made and bees inspected, it is agreed they will take my surplus colony.  The day before 

relocation a new hive is placed adjacent to the existing hive and the bees transferred to it, on a sin-

gle brood chamber.  The bees from the ‘half brood’ box and super are shaken onto a crownboard 

placed in front of the hive entrance, and we watch as these bees march into their new home.  The 

hive will have supers placed on it at the new apiary to ease congestion in the brood chamber. 

 

I complete the bee movement record available on BeeBase and retain the apiary copy of the hive 

records for future reference.  The master copy of the hive record stays with the colony. 

 

I place the ‘half brood’ and super onto one of the other colonies in the apiary (‘Cowslip’); creating 

‘Brood and a half and a half’ plus two supers - I will sort this out later! 

 

As predicted, the warm weather experienced at the beginning of April gave way to cold easterly 

winds and periods of rain for the second half of the month.  We managed to get the inspection of 

the bees and subsequent transfer to the new hive undertaken on the sunnier days, but the strong 

wind meant it was not ideal and a lot cooler than I would have liked.  The bees put up with a lot, 

but have settled-in well at their new apiary. 
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The final two weeks of April have seen temperatures below the seasonal norm, with cold winds 

and rain.  It has been difficult to find times when the conditions have been suitable for inspecting 

colonies, especially for those of us restricted by working hours.  As I write this article on 30th 

April I am aware that I am over-due an inspection of my colonies.  Looking at the forecast, I mark 

Saturday morning (2nd May) in the diary for an apiary visit; it will be colder than I would like but 

they are predicting it to be dry.  Hopefully this will be soon enough to undertake swarm prevention 

measures.  I will let you know in next month’s article...... 

 

I undertook a little experiment during the winter months.  Many beekeepers find crownboards get 

damp during the winter.  This could be a leaking roof, or the formation of condensation.  I thought 

it would be interesting to see what would happen if a dehumidifier was placed under a hive roof.  

All the dehumidifiers I could find were too big.  The answer would have been to use an empty su-

per above the crownboard to create the space needed; but all my supers were stacked up for the 

winter.  So I had an idea.  I obtained foil containers with cardboard lids (the type used for freezing 

left-overs etc) and made holes in the lids with a hole-punch.  I placed a handful of Calcium Chlo-

ride crystals in the bottom of four of the containers and secured the lids.  One of these was placed 

on the crownboard below the roof of each hive in the apiary; using an Apiguard eke to create 

enough space.  They were removed when I undertook my first inspections on 10th April.  My 

home-made dehumidifiers worked.  One container had collected 65mls of water, two had 75mls 

and the fourth had collected 100mls of water.  Whether this helped the bees or not 

I don’t know, but it was interesting to see how much water was drawn out of the 

atmosphere by the crystals.  And I had dry crownboards. 

 

 
 
Caroline 

 

The following article was spotted in the Daily Mail newspaper (13th April edition). 

 

The Duchess of Cornwall has created a buzz with the launch of her own honey, produced in late 

spring by the bees in her Wiltshire garden. 

 

Just 250 jars are being produced, at £20 each, with all proceeds going to charity. 

 

But Camilla’s venture reflects a rocketing demand for gourmet honey.  Sales of high-end versions 

are up by 45 per cent at Selfridges since last year. 

 

The full story, including the results of a ‘taste test’ can be found on the Daily 

Mail website: 

 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/food/article-3036307/Is-Camilla-s-

homemade-honey-worth-sting-20-price-tag.html#ixzz3YAPEejmV 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/food/article-3036307/Is-Camilla-s-homemade-honey-worth-sting-20-price-tag.html#ixzz3YAPEejmV
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/food/article-3036307/Is-Camilla-s-homemade-honey-worth-sting-20-price-tag.html#ixzz3YAPEejmV
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Steve Rigby has written the following article about beekeeping. 

 

Why on Earth would you want to do bee keeping…. 

  

I have been a bee keeper for four years now and I ask the above question to myself on an ad hoc 

basis.  I count myself as an adequate rookie. 

 

Well let’s take today (Saturday 11th April 2015) shall we as an example, it was the first ‘official’ 

meeting of the Wisborough Green Beekeeping Association.  We started with a briefing from the 

Chairman and the President (its official already!!) and then were split-up into various groups to go 

into battle – i.e. inspect the hives within the apiary for the first time this year. 

 

I was placed into a group with Daisy, who gave me the smoker and hive tool and said ‘well, you 

know what you’re doing….’  Yeah, right!  I hadn’t touched bees this year and not for a good num-

ber of months.  Anyhow, boosted with the confidence from Daisy I dived, head first, into the hive; 

then promptly forgot to place the crown board at the entrance, instead placing it on the roof at the 

back of the hive; what an easy mistake to make.  Did I get away with it I thought?  Did she see my 

mistake?  You can bet Daisy did and gave me the nicest ‘telling off’ one can get – ‘Steve, I think 

that should be placed at the front of the hive’.  Lesson learnt!  Daisy is an incredible teacher and 

naturally gives confidence to the student through her calm and relaxed manner.  It’s also really in-

teresting hearing the ‘bee ditties’ from the various people in the group.  Daisy gave some brilliant 

stories, one about catching a queen from a flying swarm!   

 

Then, I was offered to clip a queen after the hive that we were inspecting clearly hadn’t been done 

previously, or maybe something else had happened before?  I had only done this less than a hand-

ful of times and my hands shook like a leaf on the first occasion!  Anyhow, Daisy had told me that 

I’m to take the lead and being a good ‘worker’, I did as instructed, I clipped the queen!!  Get me, I 

thought; I did it without hands shaking and received positive feedback from the group.  It was a 

real buzz – pardon the pun. 

 

I then trotted off to get a super for one of the hives to come back to yet more queen clipping!  

Gulp…. Anyhow on this occasion I inadvertently touch the queen and off she went like a rocket 

across the frame.  I can do this, I thought, I can catch that queen.  With everyone looking I literally 

grabbed the queen and put her in a neck lock and chopped off one half of a wing.  Well, something 

like that anyhow….job done and I was a happy boy.  Two queens clipped in one session – a per-

sonal best. 

 

All of the hives that we inspected had their own personalities ranging from calm to aggressive.  

Guess which one I got.  Well, lucky lucky me I get the aggressive(ish) hive.  When I say aggres-

sive, it was nothing like one of the hives I have personally.  That one, I have to get dressed up in a 

nuclear style suit and gauntlets so I can come out alive.  So my thoughts were that this hive, at the 

apiary, should be easy.  Well, actually it was ok and whilst my bee colleagues were talking I was 

mesmerised by the bees.  I always am when I open up a hive.  It just amazes me what goes on, 

how busy (yet unorganised) they are.  How they look after each other and yet trample and climb 

over each other as if they don’t give a jot about their brothers and sisters.  Organised chaos!  Any-

how, I completed the inspection and Daisy told me about a technique to find the queen in an ag-

gressive hive.  All one needs to do is move the hive away from its original location, so you get less 
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foraging bees who are the ones whom are fully formed and sting!  Why didn’t I think of that….yet 

again more lessons learnt and techniques to take away from the apiary to improve my own bee-

keeping!  

 

As a group, we then believe that we have finished, however the President comes over and tells us 

there is one more hive to inspect.  We duly go off to inspect the hive and dare to counteract the 

instructions that were given and don’t place a super on this hive.  Have we done the right thing?  

Will he admonish us or praise us?  What if the world ends?  We decide (collectively) that we have 

done the right thing and finish the day with a celebratory cup of tea and a slice of cake – lovely. 

 

So now we had finished and Daisy comments, “well, sorry that we hadn’t learnt a lot today….” 

 

Haven’t learnt a lot!!  I’ve clipped two queens, had a ball, learnt how to deal with my super ag-

gressive hive and had a cup of tea and cake to boot. 

 

Whilst we were all gathering around, talking war stories of how we conquered the bees and hadn’t 

been stung, the President comes over to our group.  Don’t ask me how, but we got onto the topic 

of army surplus stores and do they have camouflaged thongs for sale - we all had a giggle about 

this.  You couldn’t make it up and I’m sure the BBC could make a real corking comedy about bee 

keepers….. 

 

I spent Sunday 12th utilising the re-learnt lessons from the apiary meeting.  I placed supers on my 

hives as there was so much nectar in the cells; I cut out a charged queen cell and simply enjoyed 

the time with my bees.  That’s what I like about the club, one learns valuable lessons each time 

you attend an apiary meeting.  It’s almost ‘a calendar’.  What I mean is that one knows what to 

lookout for within your own hive because you have been given guidance by those who have more 

experience than yourself. 

 

So, I go back to the original question.  Why would one want to do bee-

keeping?  Well, it’s fun; there are happy people who do this unique 

hobby, who are always willing to help; you hear funny stories; you con-

tribute to funny stories and you do things that you would never guess 

you could  And all in the fresh air, life doesn’t get better than this does 

it…. 

 

 

Brinsbury Show & Country Fayre, Sunday 17th May 2015 

11am - 4pm 

Come and enjoy a great family day at Brinsbury, the Countryside Campus of Chichester College. 

Attractions include: 

 Demontrations of Country Crafts 

 Farmers' and Crafts Market 

 Gardners' Question Time 

 and Wisborough Green Bees! 

Entry: £5 per person (under 16s free)          

http://www.chichester.ac.uk/Courses/Visit-Us/Brinsbury-Show-Country-Fayre/ 

http://www.chichester.ac.uk/Courses/Visit-Us/Brinsbury-Show-Country-Fayre/
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 
 

All available at apiary meetings (subject to stock), when ordered in advance. 
 
How to order 
As meetings can be hectic please email orders in advance to Tom on 

stone.house@btinternet.com so that they can be ready for you.  If you leave it until the day you 

must be prepared to wait until there is a convenient time to collate your goods, which may not be 

until the end of the meeting, or not until the next meeting! 

 

All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise and are correct at March 2015 for cur-

rent stocks.  We reserve the right to vary prices if there are changes from suppliers, but despite 

some increases we are holding all items below at the same price they have been for at least 5 years. 

A bargain! 

 

Frames  (unassembled)    all  60p 

DN1 for National and WBC brood chambers   SN1 for National and WBC supers 

 

Foundation for the above: 

Wired Brood   80p   (some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding) 

Wired Shallow  50p  please specify worker cell or drone cell.   

Un-wired Shallow (for cut comb)  40p 

 

Frame nails - small bag (approx 80 grams)  £1.00 or      full box (500 grams) £5.00 

 

Spacers to suit National hives: 

Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot  £2.00/pair  

Narrow plastic ends 10p (20p/pair) 

 

Sundries: 

Hive tool, steel, yellow, British made   £8.50    

Hive strap, orange, 3 metres  £4.00 

 

Varroa Treatments: 

Available for August treatment, we will have standard treatments; prices to be announced 

 

 

Payment can be made in cash (easiest for us), or by cheque. 

Please make cheques payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division. 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the June edition no later than the 24th May.   
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com

